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PACE teachers, parents, and students strive to:  
 

• Maximize academic and social potential through an enriched and 

supportive environment 

 

• Develop critical and creative thinking 

 

• Build research skills through independent study 

 

• Prepare for leadership by refining communication skills  

 

• Cultivate a feeling of self-worth and confidence 

 

 

 

 

 

PACE Mission Statement 

The mission of the EMS-ISD Gifted and Talented/PACE 

program is to provide an array of educational experiences 

that challenge students to reach their potential.  The social, 

emotional, and academic needs of each student are met in a 

risk-free environment that promotes creative/critical thinking 

and problem solving. 
 



PACE Program Options 

 

According to TEA mandates, programming options must enable identified G/T students to work 
together as a group, work with other students, and to work independently.  As a result, these 
students are required to attend PACE sessions during their assigned times and should not be 
prevented from attending. 

 

*Teachers who will be working with GT students in the homeroom classes are required to have 
30 hours of GT training plus a 6-hour update each year.  This applies to the K-1 teachers, where 
the GT students are primarily served in the classrooms, and to the 2nd-5th grade teachers that 
have GT clusters of students. 

   
 
 
 
 

K-1st 
Grade 

 
      Kindergarten students are offered the opportunity to be 
nominated for PACE services in the fall semester.  First grade 
students will be eligible for nomination in the spring semester.  All 
K-1 teachers are required to complete 30 hours of GT training to 
serve the needs of the identified students in the regular classroom. 
     Kindergarten and first grade students will be served in the 
regular classroom, with PACE teachers scheduling push-in or pull-
out lessons as time allows.  
      

 
 

2nd-5th  
Grade 

 
All identified 2nd-5th graders are served through a 2-hour a week 
pull-out program.  Open nominations are accepted in the spring 
semester for the following school year.  Teachers and parents will 
be notified when the nomination process is open and when the 
testing will take place.  Students new the district may be 
nominated at the beginning of the school year.   
 
PACE curriculum at this level is designed to allow for in-depth 
exploration of topics and issues that require high-level thinking.  
Although students are responsible for the content covered in the 
general classroom during pullout sessions, they are not required to 
make up assignments missed while attending PACE.  Students 
should not have additional homework or stay in from recess for 
assignments missed during PACE participation. 
 
The GT students are clustered in groups of 5-10 in the homeroom 
classes. This gives the GT students opportunities during the week 
to work with other GT students in a flexible setting. Homeroom 
teachers use formative assessments to make decisions about 
grouping in their classroom. 
 
 



 Identification Procedure 
For Gifted/Talented Education 

Parent  
Nomination 

School Staff 
Nomination 

Test Score 
Nomination 

Nomination 

and/or and/or 

Screening 

At least four criteria gathered by committee,  
some objective, some subjective.  These 

should be from several sources. 

Selection Committee makes decisions  
for placement based on test scores and  

observations. 

Selection 

Not accepted 
at this time 

Accepted  
to program 

Parent permission to participate 

Parent may 
decline program. 

Exit Furlough Continue or or 

Committee decision; 
parents informed 
prior to exit 



Elementary Testing Timeline 
2017-2018 

 

 

Date Activity 

August 2017 *August 21st--School starts                                                                                                            
*Nominations go out to students new to the district and students 
from previous programs. 

September 2017 *Week of August 28th and September 4th--Testing of students 
new to the district and students from previous programs.  
(OLSAT)                                                                                                                                                                
*Week of September 4th--Start PACE         

October 2017 Continued testing of new to district students.                                                                                      
*Week of October 9th--Kindergarten nominations sent out                                                 
*October  26th--K nominations due 

November 2017 *Week of October 30th-December 8th Testing of Kindergarten 
students (OLSAT)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
*Continue testing Kindergarten students through December 8th 
(will extend if we need more time)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
*Scoring of Kindergarten tests 

December 2017 *Compile Kindergarten test scores and selection meeting 

January 2018 *Week of January 8th and 15th--Training of 2nd grade teachers 
to give CogAT    

February 2018 *February 12th-March 2nd  District-wide group CogAT (2nd 
grade)                                      
 *Week of February 19th--Nomination letters sent out to all 1st-
5th grade students 

March 2018 *March 7th--All nominations due                                                                                                                                          
*March 19th-May 11th Testing of 1st-5th grade students as time 
allows. (OLSAT) 

April 2018 *Continued testing for 1st-5th grade students 

May 2018 *Continued testing for 1st-5th grade students                                                                                                                        
*Compile 1st-5th grade scores and selection meeting 



Identification Procedures 

 
 

Definition: 
Gifted and talented students are children who perform at or show the potential for 
performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment when compared to others of 
the same age, experience, or environment. 
 
In accordance with the Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students 
(2009), identification of academically gifted students is a comprehensive and on-going 
three-step process, which includes:   
 

1. Nomination 
2. Screening 
3. Selection 

 
Identified gifted and talented students represent approximately 5% - 10% of the district 
population. 
 
Nomination: 
Elementary-Nominations are solicited from a variety of sources, including (but not 
limited to) parents, teachers, and counselors.  Nomination forms for parents and 
teachers will be available in the office of each campus or online. Upon completion, the 
nomination forms are submitted to the PACE teachers.  Kindergarten students are 
offered the opportunity to be nominated for PACE services in the fall semester.  The 
state deadline for Kindergarten GT identification is March 1st. Open nominations for 1st-
5th graders are accepted in the spring semester for the following school year.  Teachers 
and parents will be notified when the nomination process is open and when the testing 
will take place.  Students new the district may be nominated at the beginning of the 
school year.  Students may be nominated only once each school year. 
 
Secondary- Nominations for GT testing will be turned in to the GT representative or 
counselor on each campus. These forms will be given to the Coordinator of Advanced 
Academics and Differentiation. Testing will be ongoing throughout the year as needed. 
 
Students new to EMS-ISD who have been identified for gifted services in another district 
are automatically nominated for PACE screening upon enrollment.  However, each 
nominated student must meet EMS-ISD’s criteria to be eligible for participation in the 
PACE program. 
 
 
 



Screening: 
Screening is the process of collecting research-supported information on each 
nominated students that will be used to determine placement needs.  According to 
state law and TEA guidelines, both subjective and objective criteria are collected.  The 
following criteria are used in EMS-ISD for GT screening: 
 

1. Standardized abilities test 
2. Standardized achievement test 
3. Parent and Teacher observations 
4. Other documentation may be considered as needed 

 
Parental or custodial permission is required before any tests are administered. 
 
Selection: 
The GT Services Committee carefully reviews and examines the data collected on each 
nominated student. Students, whose data indicates high to advanced levels of 
performance coupled with the observation of gifted characteristics, require 
differentiated services.  These students are recommended for GT services.   
 
Students are not denied placement because of poor classroom behavior or poor grades, 
as these do not always indicate accurate reflections of intellectual ability; likewise good 
behavior and good grades do not necessarily indicate the need for gifted services as 
well.    
 
Placement Decisions: 
Parents of all screened students are informed in writing of the GT Services Committee’s 
decision.  Parents may request a conference with the PACE Specialist to review and 
clarify specific data collected on their child. Students may be nominated to be retested 
one year after the initial testing has been completed. 
 
Participation in the program is voluntary and requires a parental or custodial signature 
before services may begin. 
 
Appeals of Placement Decisions: 
 
The decision of the GT Services Committee may be appealed in the following manner: 

1. A conference to appeal is requested with the GT Services Committee. 
2. A conference to appeal is requested with the coordinator of the G/T program. 
3. An appeal of Board Policy is presented in writing to the EMS-ISD School Board. 

 

At no time will any single individual make a decision to override the committee 
decision regarding placement for GT services. 



 
 
Transfer students 

 Within District 
Students identified in EMS-ISD who move from one campus to another are 
automatically placed for GT services. 

 Outside District 
Students transferring in from other districts are not automatically placed in the 
program.  The parents are given a nomination form and records from the previous 
school are obtained.  Evidence of participation in a previous program is obtained 
and scores are placed on EMS-ISD’s matrix.  If additional testing is needed, the 
student will receive the testing within a 6-week period before Feb. 1st.  After 
February 1st, students will be considered for the next school year. 
 
Continued Enrollment:  Qualifying students will be automatically re-enrolled each 
year from 2nd through 5th grades, unless written notification from the parents is 
received. 
 
Elementary Conferences:  Conferences may be requested by the parent of a PACE 
student at any time. 
 
In January, PACE teacher-parent conferences are held.  Additional conferences 
will be held if a student is having difficulty with the expected goals, including class 
work, homework, and behavior. 
 
PACE Probation:  Students having difficulty with assignments or behavior, in PACE 
or the regular classroom, may be placed on probation for a pre-determined length 
of time agreed upon by the PACE teacher, classroom teacher and parents. 
 
Furlough:  Students who are not benefitting from GT services, may be placed on 
furlough by written request of the parent or GT teacher without actually exiting 
the student from the program.  Should the situation change, parents may request 
re-admittance to the program. 
 
Exit:  If a student remains on furlough for more than one year, they will be exited 
from the program.  If re-admittance is requested, the student will have to go 
through the qualification process. 
 


